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NEAR MYTHS is published monthly as a Science 
Fiction and Fantasy Comic primarily for Adults, 
although it is suitable for older children. 


No similarity between any of the names, characters, 
Persons and/or institutions in this magazine with those 
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Distributed by David Gold & Son Holding Ltd., Units 15-17a, Rich Industrial Estate, Crimscott Street London. SE1 5TE 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. SEPTEMBER 1978. 
Editor—Rob King. 


COVER PRICE 45p U.K. $1.50 U.S.A. 
PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


STOP MESSING ABOUT 


If you want all the latest imports 
(DC, Marvel, and Warren) 
American and British sci-fi books 
masses of underground comix 
French magazines and books 

badges, posters, etc... 
this is the place to get them 


the largest sci-fi 
and comics shop outside London 
now moved to new premises, 


including a separate comics room 
with thousands of back issues, at 


59 Park Street, Bristol 1 
tel. 0272 25454 


also still at 2 Silver St., Bristol 1 


BE SEEING YOU!! 


4OWE f 
TEL .031/661/0426, HOURS.10:306.MON/SAT. 


WESTCROSSCAUSE WAY, E DINBURGH 
RITE FOR MAILING CATALOGUE OF BOOKS P MAGS 


Kraimer. Part 1.From Nights Velvet Wings. 


ICE,,,AND ONE VAST 
BLANKET OF SNOW 


REFLECTED BLUES 
AND YELLOWS wi 


CHROMATIC SPECTRUMS 
OF LIGHT... 


Ake A SWAN HE SAW His 
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KRAIMER MANIFESTED 
FROM THE NORTHERN 
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|... WHISPERS INVADED THE 
“DARKEST DEPTHS OF NIGH 


: bites a 
WITH REPTILE ELEGANCE 
“ KRAIMERSTRODE A SLIM 


“AND NARROW PATHan 


KRAIMER OOZEDAWAYTHE WM ASLENDER HAND REGULATED 
GREET EEN TED NEES HOURS WITH EVERY BREATH. [Mi TWO DIALS... THE ICE MELTED 
AND THE AIR WAS FILLED FROM THE ELABORATE 
WITH FRESH HEAD SCULPTURE 


«ANDTHE SILENCE OF HIS 

BREATHING WASA FINE 

MIST AGAINST THE COLD 

EXHAUSTION CAUSED KRAIMER 

TO SWAY AND SLUMP INTO 
THE SNOW., 


«A PACK OF WOLVES GRINNED 
INTEDLY WITH, 
CONTE! arin EYES 
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uAND CHANTED 
AND SNIFFED 
AND FOUGHT 
LIKE DEMO 


SMALL HERD OF 


. CHASE BEGAN... 
STAMPEDE)! \\: 


MULTITUDE OF AGILE LIMES SA 
SHOOTING OUT IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 


RY SLAUGHTER!) 
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(ANDTHE EARLY HOURS WERE 
COLOUREDGREY«, 
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KRAIMER SPAT 
SHOCK! 


ANKLES SHACKLEDE 
WITH SNAKES/} 


SOUTH OF THE GREAT PINE FORESTS [ig 
KRAIMERTRODTHE SPONGES OF THE MIRACLE LAKES AND THE 

DARK MOSSAND DRANKTHE WATER 

OM CLEAR STREAM: 


ETHER... 
SPITTING VENOMFROM 
CELESTIAL BOUNDARIES. 


ORNATE GLAss STRUCTUR 
HADES OF GREEN ANDYELLOW 
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THe THERMOSTAT SEETHED ,DRAPING KRAIMER (ae = tea Facogemeet UASOTE TO. 3) 
INA SEAOF SWEAT... SECONDS LATERTH LIKE SOME MARTYR KRAIMER PAINED A PATH TO THE 

SNAKES TWISTED FRANTICALLY AND ETrLEMENT OF TH 

CONGEALED, FALLING TOTHE GROUND... 4 
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STREAMS OF LIGHT SCATTERED THE 5 
UNFOLDING AN AIR OF DESPAI sil IGHT MARE 
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iE MIRACLE LAKES HAVE FOR CENTURIES BEENPLACID "MAT IS OUR WISH, THAT IS WHY YOUHAVE 


STRETCHES OF WATER WHEREIN LIE OORMANT OUR LEGEND ITHAS BEEN WRITTENTHATTHE NORTHERNLIGHTS 
UNCONSIOUS FEARS ANO DARKEST THOUGHTS. NOW THE POSSESS MANY SECRETS THAT CAN AVAIL THE LACHIRKA «., 


“THEN MAKE HASTE, ALREADY BLACK SNAKES HAVE 
NOVOUWANTMETHELONELY FALLEN FROMTHE Sky, ANOWHOKNOWS WHAT WILL 
NOE RES TCEORC THESE BE Ni 'O IEEST ITSELF 11400 22" 
BACK INTO. aa 
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= The Adventures of 


LUTHER ARKWRIGHT 


A 1978... A HYDE PARK... 


AN ALBERT MEMORIAL. 
CHAPTER ONE 


Napalm 
Kiss 


A PRODUCT OF VICTORIA'S DERTH FETISH. 
OR DETERMINATION TO PERPETUATE 


THE PRINCE CONSORT'S MEMORY. 
OR DEEPEST LOVE. 
OR ALL THREE. OR NONE. 
IT DEPENDS UPON LOCATION. 
WHICH PARALLEL, 


WHICH ALTERNATIVE, 
WHICH VARIATION. 


ISN'T IT THE 1O™ PRINCE OF 
WALES OWN ROYAL HUSSARS ? 
YES 


OH...FOR YOU SIR 
-THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Qearest Awright, 


am wating in the Dealace by the 


I Peyrue Tepestey Tbase alerd immedaely 
Secrecy & imperative. 


IN HYDE 
To COSTLY RE:ERECTION AT." 
‘ ne ‘SYDENHAI ul 
ao TOMORROW, THIS ONE” 
WILL BE SPREAD ACROSS 
THE FRONT PAGE OFTHE | 
ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS’ 
"YET ANOTHER PIECE 
ER. 
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YEAH “WELL, THAT'S HOW IT IS. FRI 22 SEPT 78 10.56 
WITH ROSE WYLDE < SHE'S GOT 
THIS EMPATHY —~A MENTAL 
RAPPORT “THROUGHOUT THE 
PARALLELS WITH HER OTHER 
SELVES — A MOST VALUABLE 
AGENT. NOT AS IRREPLACABLE 
AS ARKWRIGHT OF COURSE 
BUT STILL... 


ARE THERE... OTHERS... 
WITH THE POWER? 


PRECIOUS FEW. PRECIOUS FEW. 


SHE SHOULD BE MAKING CONTACT 
WITH ARKWRIGHT ABOUT NOW 


PINK DOT ON THE SCREEN NEAR 
THAT BLUE LINE — PARALLEL 
ZERO-ZERO-THREE -EIGHT-FIVE-SIX 


ONE OF THE SURVIVING 
BRITISH EMPIRE VARIATIONS... 


BLACK IS 
SO FETCHING 


BuT FIRST— 
THERE'S A DIRECTIVE 
FROM COMMAND 
CONTROL 
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IMPOSSIBLE -YOU 
HAVE To RETURN 

TO ZERO-LERO. THERE'S 
A BIG PUSH COMING... 


AND Yow'RE IT 


CAN'T IT WAIT? 
—I'VE NEARLY 
FINISHED HERE. 


ONE MORE WEEK... 


..AND BESIDES ARKWRIGHT’S 
UNIQUE ABILITY To PASS 
THROUGH THE PARALLELS 
UNDETECTED THERE ARE 
HIS REMARKABLE PSYCHIC 
ATTRIGUTES. 
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HOMPSON ‘SPITFIRE® 


TUNIC ALIGHT: SHUT DOWN PAIN: HOW MANY ASSASSINS ?: TWO DISRUPTOR AGENTS: RECOMMENCING ATIACK : LOCK ON: FOCUS... 


SAND POLICE HAD TO BE CALLED IN To FORCIBLY REMOVE THE SUFFRAGETTES FROM THE COMMONS. FIREMEN HAVE STILL BEEN UNABLE 
TO CONTROL THE BLAZE AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE.TEN PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND THIRTY-FOUR INJURED THIS MORNING AS FLAMES 
ENGULFED THE EXHIBITION CENTRE. THE NIHILIST REVOLUTIONARIES WHO STARTED THE FIRE WERE SHOT BY CAPTAIN LUTHER 
ARKWRIGHT, V.C. AND BAR, WHO IS MISSING — PRESUMED KILLED IN THE INFERNO... INFORMATION RELEASED BY THE FORIEGN 
OFFICE THIS AFTERNOON’ SUGGESTS CAPTAIN ARKWRIGHT WAS INVOLVED INTHE COMMONWEALTH INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


ANYTHING 
BY) WRONG? 


AH.OFFICER . TWO NIHILISTS 
COMMITTING ARSON ..- 


“ALSO DESTROYED IS THE 
PRICELESS BAYEUX TAPESTRY 
WHICH WAS ON LOAN FROM 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, THE 
TAPESTRY WAS LITTLE MORE 
THAN A PROPAGANDA COMIC: 
STRIP, DESIGNED To JUSTIFY 
WILLIAM'S UNJUSTIFIABI 
INVASION OF ENGLAND..." 


*“ BUT AS A WORK OF ART IT 
WAS SUPERB —A BRILLIANT 
EXAMPLE OF MEDIEVAL 


CRAFTSMANSHIP... 
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VICTORIA TL 
WON'T BE VERY 
AMUSED 


FRI 22 SEPT 78 21. 


* CHIEF FIREMAN CALLAHAN WAS TONIGHT PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE CHANCES OF SAVING THE BUILDING. HE SAID EARLIER =" \T CANNOT 
NOW BE STOPPED... THE PALACE WILL BE RAZED BY MORNING...” LLOYDS OF LONDON REFUSED To COMMENT. 


HADN'T YOU BETTER 
_ REPORT ? 
—. COMMAND WILL BE 
~ . WAITING... 
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| STILL DON’T LIKE IT ... Bx ait 
I'VE DISCOVERED FOUR BRE an BEHIND THE ROKUSAL Y 
DISRUPTOR AGENTS ‘e 

A WITHIN THE CIA. -TWo LOOK — FLL TAKE CARE OF BACK 
OF THEM FIELDMARSHALS [A] See"7o.1T PER RY = 


SECTION LEADER! 
VIDEO CONTACT 
== COMING UP HT ARKWRIGHT! WHAT THE HELL'S GOING ON?! 
NOW ON MAIN ED UP A VIOLENT DISTURBANCE ... 


SCREEN 
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FIX 
Co-ORDS 


COMMUNICATION 
PIRDUIT-TOMPLETE 


A BIT OF AGGRO 
CRYSTAL PALACE 
BURNED DOWN 


NOT MY FAULT, THE 
PPOSITION KNOWS SOMETHING’ 
GOING ON. ROSE WAS SHADOWED 

— WE WERE ATTACKED. 
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RETURN AT ONCE FOR ‘ 
YOUR BRIEFING -NO DELAYS 
E. W.0 's 


"DESTINY CALLS LUTHER.NEVER MIND. 
You'LL SEE ONE OF ME SOON. TAKE CARE 


MUST ! RETURN IMMEDIATELY? « * 
NOW 


A SUDDEN REALISATION * THEY'VE ACTIVATED THE 
FIRE OPAL! FLASHBACK To 1973 : OGOTH 
AND THE BEGINNING OF A LOST QUEST... 

A DUEL ...1975 AND OCTOBRIANA IN THE 
SHADE OF THE SPHINX ... TEN MINUTES AGO... 
TANTRIC LOVEMAKING ... HOT ON THE FURS... 
=s» FUTURE GLIMPSE OF SELF ... FACE UP 
+ BLEEDING... DEAD ... ROSE IS TALKING.. 
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NEAR MYTHS STRIKES OUT! 


Here’s hoping you've made it to this page, if so you 
have a treat in store when you get to the others. 
The idea behind this comic started some two years 
ago when the first few of us discussed the British 
comic scene and the lack of a suitable vehicle (with 
a few exceptions) for the many talented artists (and 
comic artist enthusiasts) to express themselves in an 
unrestricted format. Due to the lack of British comics 
with this unrestricted outlook, British comic Art 
enthusiasts have had to turn to imported American 
comics, and the recently highly imaginative French 
comics (which, in translation, are printed in America 
then imported to the U.K.). To emphasise the 
difficulties involved in this, copies of Heavy Metal 


(possibly the best adult comic on the market at the 
moment) was recently seized by police, shortly after 
arriving in the U.K. 

Near Myths is the end product of two years’ work and 
discussion in and around the Science Fiction Book- 
shop. Galaxy Media Distribution is the sister of the 
shop and has been set up primarily to distribute and 
publish this and other comics and magazines of a 
similar nature. This has the advantage that we can 
offer a mailing order service to customers of all the 
latest books and comics. This will be handled by the 
shop. 


All of us share a common interest in Science Fiction 
and comics and feel that Science Fiction is the most 
expressive medium, and the one in which no other can 
offer greater scope for the exposure of original ideas. 
With this in mind we have come up with many 
interesting plans and ideas for future issues of Near 
Myths. It is at this point that your ideas and comments 
are welcome! Hopefully by issue IV we will have a 
regular readers letters page, articles, reviews and— 
perhaps—short stories in the Science Fiction and 
Fantasy medium. 


MAIL ORDER 


In future issues Readers will be able to purchase a 
large selection of comics and Science Fiction directly 
from us by mail order. 


The Science Fiction Bookshop (same address as 
Galaxy Media) already issues monthly list of the 
latest books and comics. So if you don’t want to wait 
until issue 2, just drop us a note with an SEA and we 
will mail the latest list 


ADDITIONAL INPUT 


The illustrations on the inside front and back cover 
are by Bill Reid. These drawings are available as note- 
boards, obtainable from the shop. We hope to have 
more of Bill's art work in future issues. 


Moving on we come to two strips featuring cover 
artist Graham Manley, the first being Kraimer, the 
second Tales From the Edge. 


“Tales From the Edge should not be taken as being 


part of a continuous series—as such—but rather as a 

set of stories which will explore certain themes and 
ideas (heroes and villains? The need for such?) changing 
roles, hopefully arriving at a fewquestions?” The script 
for Kraimer has been written by Michael Wilson. 


“Kraimer started off as a prose poem and | wanted to 
introduce this style of writing as a comic script”. 


Bryan Talbot's, The Adventures of Luther Arkwright, 
is the start of a massive undertaking, a prospected 
150 page epic. It is basically a parallel world story 
and more details will be given as it unfolds. A few 
spin off stories may appear in other British comics 
but these will be made available through the mail 
order department. 


The Star Run Saga is John Eunson’s first strip and 
shows great promise. ‘‘The characters of the Star Run 
Saga have been with me for about eight years. The 
stories take place after an apocolyptic war has 
decimated the population of the Common Systems 
Alliance, which incorporates only one small arm of 
the Galaxy. 


The two remaining artists,Bonkand Chris Haddon 
have styles more in the cartooning field and their 
work has an additional emphasis on humour. 


Allletters to 


Galaxy Media 
40 Westcrosscauseway 
Edinburgh 8 Scotland. 
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ON THE PLANET ALGOL IZ 
SCIENTISTS IN THE SERVICE 


OF THE EMPIRE CREATE 

A DEVICE OF STARTUNG POWER), WORDISSENT To AMARAHN 

A WARPAPPARATUS ABLE TO HIGH COMMAND, BUTTHE 
MESSAGE I6 INTERCEPTEDi: 


ALTER THE FLOW OF TIME .1, 
IMPERIAL COURTS BREEDCONSPIRACY 
AND MENOF BOUNDLESS AMBITION THE DEVICE ISDESPATCHED 
SEEK TO MOLD EVENTS INTO BY STARSHIP... UNDER THE 
PATTERNS OF THEIR OWNw ORDERS OF A CERTAIN 
DARK LORD OF THAT EMPIRE,, 


mSTOLEN BY REBEL AND FINDS HIMGELF BUTTHE HUNT IS ON,, 
FORCES in FLUNG IN AWILD,HEADLONG ANDA BEING WHOSE 
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IGHTS, FL N ENTITIE , OR 
CONSOLE LIGHTS 2 ALWAYS THE 


SAME DISTANCE, NEVER NEARER, 
7 ANID THE FAINT STRAINS 
OF FLUTE THAT POWER 
THE SHIP 
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TWISTING ROUND 
ALIEN BULKHERD 
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IN YOUR SEARCH FOR 
THAT ELUSIVE _ 
MUSICIAN— GENERATOR 
FRUSTRATED 

YOU PAUSE, 

YOU...-- 


™ AND WONDER AT THE SOUND OF THE WIND 
B..- AND WONDER RISING TO A DEAFENING CRESCENDO... 
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VACANT OPENINGS 


SWEEP TO THE 
FLOOR. 
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e.- PND FROM TNE SNOWS OF SCRT TERED STARS, CRPTRINTHEL. DESIGN 


DESIGNATE: UNKNOWN. 


LOOKS TOQ SMALL FORA 
MANNED CRAFT. COULDBE 
: 8s A STRAHAGAN STARMINE 
. - LEFT OVER FROMTHEWRR. 
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DREDDON. 
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COMIX INDEX GRAPHIXUS ONE GRAPHIXUS TWO 
@ 75p plus 18p p&p @£1.50 plus 1Sp p&p @95p plus 15p p&p 
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GRAPHIXUS THREE GRAPHIXUS FOUR AST ROCK’N’ROLL 
@ 60p plus 15p p&p @ 65p plus 15p p&p @ 50p plus 15p p&p 


.-.0r why not SUBSCRIBE, 
ppt for FREE! 


Now subscription rates are £7.75 for 10 issues (one year — 9 regular issues 
and one special edition) . . . 


T-Shirts come in both red and blue colour schemes. They are available in 
large, medium and small sizes — the large size also being in yellow. Fora 
limited period, subscribers will receive one free — pleane state your size. 
T-Shirts are also available separately at £2.50 a shot . 


. « . please send your orders to 
GRAPHIXUS MAGAZINE, 
81 HERRIES STREET, 
LONDON, WI104LE... 


Cheques & POs payable to: Mal Burns 


Offer applies to the UK only and subject 
to availability until July 10th 1978. 


